
FundedPath

Be ready before
the call opens.
The scholarship and grant application kit. A guide, eight
templates, four trackers and a funding calendar.

FundedPath-guide.pdf 12 chapters + directory

T1 to T8 .docx 8 Word templates

Tracker1 to Tracker4 .xlsx 4 Excel trackers

INDEPENDENT. NOT AFFILIATED WITH ANY PROGRAMME NAMED INSIDE.



INSIDE

Contents

FIND THE RIGHT PROGRAMME

1 How Funding Decisions Get Made
What reviewers look for, and why most applications fail

4

2 Pick the Right Funding for You
Build a balanced list of five programmes

6

3 Find Funding Close to Home
Where local and national funding hides, and how to check it

8

4 International Programmes and Fellowships
Chevening, DAAD, Fulbright and more

10

CHECK AND PREPARE

5 Check Eligibility and Spot Scams
A pass or fail check and a scam checklist

13

6 The Document Pack
Gather every document once and reuse it

16

WRITE

7 Writing the Personal Statement
Structure, a sample and a checklist

18

8 Writing a Grant or Business Proposal
A summary, a plan and a budget that adds up

22

9 Referees and Recommendation Letters
Who to ask, and how to ask

25

APPLY AND FOLLOW THROUGH

10 Interviews and Shortlisting
Twenty questions and how to answer them

28

11 Submit, Track, Follow Up
A calm submission routine

31

12 After a Rejection
Turn a no into the next yes

33

REFERENCE

+ Programme Directory
About 40 programmes to start your search

35

Tip: tap or click any line to jump to that chapter. The bookmarks panel in your PDF viewer does the same.



CHAPTER 7

Writing the Personal Statement

A personal statement is the one place where a reviewer hears from you instead of your documents. Most
reviewers read hundreds. They are not looking for the best writer. They are looking for a person who is
clear about what they want, has done something toward it, and will use the money well.

This chapter gives you a structure, a worked sample, and a checklist. Use the template (Template 1)
alongside it.

What reviewers are really asking
Every scholarship essay, whatever the prompt, answers four questions:

1. Who are you? Not your whole life. The part that explains your choices.

2. What have you already done? Proof that you act, not just hope.

3. Why this programme and why now? Evidence you chose it on purpose.

4. What will you do afterwards? What the funding makes possible for others, not only for you.

If a paragraph answers none of these, cut it.

The five-paragraph structure
PARAGRAPH JOB LENGTH

1. Opening One specific moment or fact that shows what drives you 4 to 6 lines

2. Evidence What you have done so far: studies, projects, work, volunteering 6 to 8 lines

3. The fit Why this programme, this course, this institution 5 to 7 lines

4. The plan What you will do during and after, with a realistic first step 5 to 7 lines

5. Close One sentence on why you are a good use of their money 2 to 3 lines

Most statements run 500 to 800 words. Always follow the word limit in the programme's own
instructions.

Writing each paragraph
1. Opening: start with a fact, not a feeling

Weak: "I have always been passionate about helping my community."


